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“And it came to pass in those days, that there wémt-outaL 


decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed. 


And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gov- 
ernor of Syria 


And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 


And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and 
lineage of David: 


To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child 


And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 


And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; be- 
cause there was no room for them in the inn.” 


—Luke 2:1-7. 
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EDITORIAL 
The Grace Of God—A 


Marvelous Example 


From a religious standpoint Evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham’s broadcast from Honolulu on Sunday after- 
noon, Dec. 7th, was the scoop of a generation. From 
a news standpoint it was equally significant. 


At almost the identical time when, eleven years 
before, the radio was crackling with news of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, Mr. Graham was broad- 
casting from Honolulu and had as his special guest 
Captain Mitsuo Fuchida, the man who led that 
attack. But what a change! for now he was speaking 
for his Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


During the intervening eleven years a marvel- 
ous work of God’s redeeming grace has taken place. 
Among those who shared in General Doolittle’s 
raid on Tokyo was Jacob DeShazer. This American 
airman was captured by the Japanese after landing 
in China and for over two years he suffered almost 
unbelievably at the hands of his Japanese captors. 
He was not a Christian but late in his captivity he 
was permitted to have a Bible by one of his Japanese 
guards, 


Through the reading of the Bible and memoriz- 
ing of numerous passages and chapters, DeShazer 
was converted and even before his release after VJ 
day he determined in his heart to prepare himself 
for missionary service and return to Japan. This he 
did and one of the touching and heart-warming 
developments is that General Doolittle and his sur- 
viving airmen are helping support DeShazer in his 
missionary work, 

On his return to Japan, about two years ago, De- 
Shazer prepared a tract telling of his conversion, of 
his love for the Japanese people and of his yearning 
for them to know the Christ who had saved him. 
One of these tracts fell into the hands of Captain 
Fuchida, commander of the planes which attacked 
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Pearl Harbor. Fuchida was deeply affected and 
soon came in touch with DeShazer and other Chris 
tians and gave his heart to Christ. About that time 
Fuchida and DeShazer joined in a public testimony 
of their faith in Christ at a meeting in Kobe, at- 
tended among others by our own missionaries, Dr. 


and Mrs. Wm. C. McLauchlin. 


Since that time Fuchida has come a long way in 
his Christian faith and life and has now dedicated 
himself to the work of winning his fellow country- 
men to Christ. 


December 7th, 1941—Pearl Harbor attack, led 
by Capt. Fuchida. 


December 7th, 1952—This same man, a new 
creature in Christ, giving a public testimony of his 
faith and of his new work in making Christ known. 


What but the grace of God could have brought 
DeShazer and Fuchida to the foot of the cross? 


What but the grace of God could have replaced 
the hate of past years with the love which exists 
only between brothers in the Lord ? 


“O the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding 


out.” —— fi, BL). 





Had We But anal co 


Thirty years ago, had we looked into the future 
and seen the unfolding events of history, we might 
have redoubled our efforts and our sacrifices and 
sent many more missionaries to Japan and in so 
doing possibly have forestalled the tragedies from 


Pearl Harbor to VJ Day. 


In like manner, had we had the foresight and 
the wisdom such foresight would have given, coupled 
with the dedication and consecration necessary, we 
could have multiplied our labors to make Christ 
known in China and in Korea. 
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Even seven years ago few dreamed of the creep- 
ing pall of Communism which since that time has 
engulfed Central Europe, China, North Korea and 
other parts of the world, closing these frontiers to 
those who would gladly give their lives in Chris- 
tian witness and service to those who do not know 
Christ. 


Have our shortcomings of the past and the de- 
velopments of the present taught us a lesson? How 
are we going to respond to the opportunities of the 
immediate present ? 


Japan is wide open to Christian missionaries. 
Brazil and Mexico hold few barriers to active and 
aggressive presentation of Christ. The Congo, Por- 
tugal and Ecuador offer opportunities limited only 
by the missionaries we send to meet them. Our own 
field in Korea is still open despite the ravages of 
war and the distractions and handicaps imposed by 
guerillas near-by and active warfare to the North. 


Our experiences of the immediate past should 
teach us that God does not always permit these 
openings to remain. Before our own Church He is 
yet placing an open door but five or ten years from 
now such an opening and such an opportunity may 
be closed. 


Col. Roy LeCraw, recently returned from the 
Orient, was talking to friends who were engaged 
in a program of far-reaching importance to the 
Church here in America. He said: “Let me sell 
you insurance for your program. Let me give you 
something which will hold out the hope of your hav- 
ing a roof on your project ten years from now.” 
From there out he sought to show them that Chris- 
tian missionaries to Japan today are the greatest 
single contribution to the hope that Japan shall re- 
main our ally and that the out-posts of America 
shall remain in the Far East and not retreat to our 
own shores, 


Of course neither Col. LeCraw nor the writer 
would imply that the sending of Christian mission- 
aries to Japan, or to other countries, is primarily 
for the selfish motive of our own national preserva- 
tion. But under the providence of God such a by- 
product of Christian missions can prove to be a 
historical fact of the future. 


Christians: God has still left to our Church a 
great opportunity. As Paul said in his time: “For 
a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and 
there are many adversaries,” so we find it true for 
us today. The unfolding of world events makes us 
wish that in the past we had been more diligent, 


more generous, more surrendered to the great task 
of the Church. We are tempted to cry out in re- 
morse: “Had we but known!!!” 


But, will we learn from the past? 


What will we do with the opportunities yet re- 
maining to us as Christians and as a Church? 


Remorse will only be sincere if we learn from our 
failures and live up to the open doors God has yet 
set before us. —L.N.B. 


To You Who Care 


For ten years this JOURNAL has been dedicated to 
a faithful presentation of the evangelical Christian 
position and has earnestly and prayerfully sought 
to glorify our Lord, honor His Word, strengthen 
the faith of His children, win souls to Him and 
further the work of God’s Kingdom. 





This has entailed the expenditure of a great deal 
of money, time and energy. In large measure the 
time given to this enterprise is a labor of love. In 
recent months it has become necessary to redouble 
our efforts to present the reasons why we believe 
the proposed union with other churches is not only 
unwise but is sure to hinder rather than advance 
the work which has been committed to our care. 


An increasing number of new friends are rally- 
ing to the cause which we represent but the multi- 
plied activities of this work require the prayerful 
cooperation and financial support of ail who love 
our Southern Presbyterian Church and the witness 
we have to give to the world. 


If you will share in this burden please send your 
check, no matter how small, to the offices of this 
paper. All gifts are deductible by specific ruling of 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


World Missions Receipts 





Apr. 1, 1951, to Dec. 1, 1951 $672,448.70 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Dec. 1, 1952 781,274.10 
Gain $108,825.40 
Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Dec. 1, 1951 $132,995.12 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Dec. 1, 1952 85,404.83 


$ 47,590.29 
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DECEMBER 17, 1952 


A Layman Looks At The R:S.V. 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 


At the very beginning it must be recognized that 
the final evaluation of and decision with reference to 
the new Revised Standard Version of the Bible lies 
in the somewhat distant future, for this evaluation 
will require months of arduous work by qualified 
scholars whose approach to their task will be from 
the evangelical rather than the Higher Critical 
standpoint. That such a study is necessary is felt by 
a number of able scholars and this work is already 
actually in progress. 


This article therefore has to do primarily with 
a discussion of why such a study is required. 


Many laymen are becoming confused with refer- 
ence to the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
They read of or attended city-wide mass meetings 
to commemorate the publication of this new version 
and they noted the extravagant words of praise ac- 
corded it although at that time none had yet been 
permitted to see the completed Bible, a restriction 
something less than ingenuous. 


On the other hand, one sees an increasing number 
of articles in the secular press, and in religious pub- 
lications, dissenting from this whole-hearted and 
complete approval of the new version and even reads 
of the public burning of a page by one whose zeal 
seems to have completely beclouded his judgment 
as to the fitness of things. 


What is the layman to do? What is he to believe? 
Few of. us have the training and scholarship re- 
quired to evaluate the shades of difference in vari- 
ous translations and thereby arrive at a first-hand 
conclusion as to whether to accept this version of 
the Bible as the best available at the present time. 


There are things the layman can do; things which 
will help him in arriving at a wise 4cision,—for, a 
wise decision is tremendously in. ~tant. In fact 
we do not believe a more serious pruviem has faced 
Protestant Christianity in many generations. The 
importance lies primarily in whether he can accept 
the new version of the Bible as the most accurate 
translation available, or whether at times he is given 
interpretation rather than translation. In other 
words, he wants to know whether God's Word has 
been tampered with. If such is not the case, and one 
prefers more modern English than that used in the 
King James Version, then he can take up the new 
version with full confidence. 


One thing a layman can wisely do is to ask: 
“Who did this translating? What qualifications do 
they have? What is their record with reference to 
evangelical Christianity and the doctrines repre- 
sented in that historic faith? Who authorized the 
translating and why is it called, ‘in a real sense the 
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authorized translation of our Protestant churches’ ?’ 


Some fourteen years ago the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education authorized the under 
taking of a new translation of the Bible and selected 
the scholars to be entrusted with this task. It was 
a well-known fact that this Council was known 
for its theological liberalism, and evangelical Chris 
tians carefully examined the findings and the pub 
lications of this group because only too often they 
expressed views at variance with historic Christian 
ity. When the National Council of Churches was 
organized the International Council of Religious 
Education became an integral part of this new 
organization. ‘That is why the National Council 
holds the copyright to the new version and why it 
imprints on the new version, “Authorized by the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
eo 


What of the qualifications of the translators? 
They are all men of recognized scholarship and in 
most cases teachers and authors. But it is also a 
fact beyond di-nute that most of them are liberal 
theologians. In fact they would probably resent any 
other appellation. In the undertaking of so great a 
task it is to be regretted that conservative scholars 
were in large measure ignored. 


Right here the layman will take a long look. He 
knows that an efficient system of checks and balances 
is needed in business. How much more is it needed 
in the translation of God’s Word! A layman will 
also ask the very pertinent question, “What is im- 
plied by the term, ‘theological liberal’? Does he have 
a particular slant with reference to the Bible and 
its inspiration?’ The answer is simply this: Theo- 
logical liberalism and its extreme cousin, modern- 
ism, are noted for their consistent attempts to elimi- 
nate or minimize the supernatural, the prophetic 
writings and the miraculous in the Word of God; to 
question those records which so clearly affirm these 
truths, and to reduce the Scriptures to a compila- 
tion of the writings of men who carried into their 
work their ignorance, misconceptions, prejudices 
and even wilful deceits, rather than an acceptance 
of the historic fact that, “holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” as declared 
in the Scriptures to be the case. 


From this it is perfectly clear that theological 
liberalism does give a “slant” which could be dis- 
astrous if carried into translation of the Scriptures. 
It will immediately be asserted that scholarship and 
science face the facts as they find them and judge 
and act impartially. Theoretically this may be true 
but in practice it is not always the case. Let me il- 
lustrate; suppose that a text book on Economics is 
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to be translated and suppose that the task is assigned 
to men who are mainly Socialists. It is almost in- 
evitable that socialistic interpretations will creep in 
in places where opinions might differ, particularly 
f only Socialists are doing the interpreting. 
Another question the layman must ask is this, 
‘Do theological liberals accept the historic position 
of the Church, that the original manuscripts of the 
Scriptures were immediately inspired by God—that 
the writers, while retaining their educational, na- 
tional and personal characteristics, at the same time 
were so led of the Spirit of God that they accurately 
recounted historic facts and expressed God’s will 
in that which they wrote?” The answer is a definite 
No. And yet, to a group, many of whom certainly 
have renounced such a viewpoint with reference to 
inspiration, was entrusted the translating of the 


Book. 


It should be made plain that there is not the 
slightest objection to a new translation. In fact 
one has been needed, for some word meanings have 
changed in the 350 years since the King James 
Version was printed. The Bible in more modern 
English is desired by many. Many others, raised 
from childhood on the King James Version, are 
perfectly familiar with the archaic words and have 
no difficulty in understanding the meaning. But, a 
new generation of Christians can well find a new 
version both stimulating and useful. At the same 
time it is vitally important that it shall adhere as 
closely as possible to a loyal translation of existing 
manuscripts, otherwise we have an interpretation 
rather than a translation. 

The writer has read reams of copy, for and 
against this new version. Out of this reading are 
emerging some impressions, subject to further study 
and evaluation; something which will take months 
and possibly years to complete., clarify. Some of 
these impressions are: 

The New ‘Testament portion of the Revised 
Standard Version has been available since 1946 and 
has been generally well received. There were criti- 
cisms and these were passed on to the translators 
with the hope that the suggested changes would be 
made when the entire Bible was published. How- 
ever, it is reported that these suggestions were not 
accepted and also that the 1946 edition has been 
changed in the present completed version. Many have 
found the 1946 edition of the New Testament of 
great help, for in large measure it is in the English 
language of our day. For the casual reader it has 
been more easy to read than older versions. At the 
same time it has also been useful as a commentary. 
Nevertheless, there is strong objection to the use of 
“vou” with reference to Christ while “Thee” and 
“Thou” are used for God, thereby, by implication, 
detracting from our Lord’s deity. 

But, many competent men state categorically that 
the work of the Old Testament translators,—a 
different group from the one which translated the 
New Testament, is definitely inferior to that of the 
New Testament group and they proceed to show 
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wherein this inferiority consists. To the laymen 
these objections seem completely valid, for in the 
Old Testament the translators repeatedly use 
textual emendation (correction) by conjecture. 
They state that the text suffered in transmission 
and they reconstruct what they felt to have been 
the original meaning. For some purposes this would 
make little difference but with reference to the Holy 
Scriptures conjecture is hardly satisfactory, especially 
when some of those doing the translating have a 
particular bias with reference to inspiration. 


Right here this observation is relevant. When the 
R.S.V. has been questioned, we have heard most 
vigorous defense of the men who did the work, the 
usual phrase being that they are “great scholars 
and great Christians.” Frankly, it is neither the 
scholarship nor the Christian character of these men 
which is the matter at issue. Rather it is whether 
they did a good job. The bone of contention between 
higher criticism and evangelical Christianity has 
ever been that the higher critic sits in judgment on 
the Bible while the evangelical insists that it is the 
Scripture which sits in judgment on man. There- 
fore, the issue has to do with whether those to whom 
was entrusted the new translation did their work 
in a spirit of reverent faith or of critical analysis. A 
satisfying analogy might be the difference between 
the task of two doctors—one operates on a living 
person, the other dissects a cadaver. Naturally their 
approach and their actions will be vitally different. 

The hottest debate, so far, has centered around 
the translators use of “young woman’ in Isaiah 
7:14, instead of “virgin.” In putting a foot-note, 
“or virgin” they stultified their own contention that 
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“young woman” is the only justified translation. 
Obviously this change is a potential blow at both 
the Virgin birth and (therefore) at the deity of 
our Lord, and it is a serious matter. We have read 
parts of what Professors J. Gresham Machen and 
Robert Dick Wilson wrote on the doctrine of the 
Virgin birth and on the Hebrew words alma and 
bethulah, and right here we would like to quote from 
a Christian Hebrew minister, Aaron J. Kligerman: 


“What are the facts? The Jewish translator 
of the Septuagint made no mistake when he 
translated the Hebrew word alma by parthenos. 
Nor was Isaiah mistaken when he used in 
chapter 7:14 the word alma instead of bethu- 
lah. In the actual use of the Bible the word 
alma is limited to virgins. The word occurs 
seven times, Genesis 24:43, Exodus 2:8, Psalm 
68:25, Proverbs 30:19, Song of Solomon 1:3; 
6:8 and in Isaiah 7:14. While it is true that 
the Hebrew for virgin in our technical sense 
is bethulah, it shows that this is not always the 
case. In Genesis 24:16 a further definition is 
required in order to ensure this meaning, and 
in Joel 1:8 is found the simile of a bethulah 
lamenting for the husband of her youth. So 
far as usage is concerned alma is the only word 
in Hebrew that is consistently employed to 
designate a virgin. Rabbi I. W. Slotki, M.A. 
Litt. D., in his commentary of Isaiah says: 
“The Hebrew for virgin is bethulah, though 
alma too sometimes bears this meaning.” The 
Rev. H. L. Ellison, A.M.,B.D., in his book 
Men Spake God, ‘While alma 
should mean a maiden, it is actually always 
used with the meaning of virgin in the Old 
Testament, and is therefore so translated in 
Isaiah 7:14 by the LXX (Septuagint) and is 
so quoted in the New Testament.” 


from says: 


But for its serious implications there would also 
be an amusing aspect of the almost frantic endorse- 
ment of the R. S. V. by theological liberals. We 
are not referring to that group of evangelicals who 
have, we believe, too hastily accepted this version 
without reservation. But here we find the theologi- 
cal liberal beating the drums for a particular version 
of the Bible while at the same time this very version 
contains a great mass of historical truth and God- 
given doctrines which he, the liberal, either ration- 
alizes or denies. Frankly, the man who accepts the 
Higher Critical viewpoint of the inspiration of the 
Scriptures and who has at the same time taken such 
an active part in the promotion of this particular 
version of the Bible now finds himself “hoist with 
his own petard.’’ Will he now accept the historical 
facts and the divine doctrines found in this particu- 
lar version which he has so enthusiastically ac- 
claimed? Or, is this but a primary step in an at- 
tempt to “officially” change the Word of God to 
suit the dictates of human reason? We are there- 
fore forced to the conclusion that despite its ap- 
parent imperfections the Revised Standard Version 
has placed the liberal, not the evangelieal, on the 
Spot. 
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To the laymen there is a final and a very con- 
vincing argument and it is one which is being 
demonstrated daily. There are two camps within 
the Protestant fold, those who believe the Bible is 
the Word of God and those who believe the Bible 
contains the Word of God. To the first, the Word 
of God is the Sword of the Spirit and it is the 
one offensive weapon against which it is impossible 
for Satan to stand. To the second group the Bible 
is inspired where it speaks to their own hearts and 
it is therefore a revelation but not a perfect one. 
Where the layman sees convincing evidence is the 
effect the two views have on the spiritual power and 
ministry of men. Many of the so called lesser 
sects—The Church of God, The Nazarines, The 
Church of Christ, and many others—are growing 
at a rate which far outstrips that of the older de- 
nominations, Allowing for their vagaries and their 
emphasis on what we feel to be unwise or unin- 
portant doctrines, it is nevertheless a fact that these 
groups preach and stress the complete inspiration 
and authority of the Word of God, while such is 
not the case with many in the larger and older de- 
nominations. Is there a connection between these 
divergent attitudes to the Bible? The answer seems 
to be a definite, “Yes.’’ God honors His Word and 
when men hold a high view of its inspiration and 
authority and carry forward His work on that basis 
that work is blessed as is no other. This demonstra- 
ble fact laymen see and in seeing they ponder. They 
are becoming increasingly aware of the fact that 
organizations and programs have their rightful 
place but spiritual power does not stem from that 
but rather from an unswerving faith in and use of 


the Word of God. 

Therefore it is probable that many people will 
hold in reserve their final judgment on the Revised 
Standard Version, a judgment to be tempered and 
ultimately determined by the analysis possible only 
from those who combine scholarship with a humble 
reverence for the Book. Wherein it helps the better 
to truly understand God’s meaning it will prove a 
blessing. But, if at any place and in any measure 
it detracts from the Kingship and eternal deity of 
the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, it is at that 
point and in that measure unworthy of either con- 
fidence or support, 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Wise Men Seek Jesus 


Scripture: Matthew 2. Devotional Read- 
Jeremiah 23:3-8. 


Our Devotional Reading is a prophecy concerning the coming of the King: “Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, (deal 
wisely), and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 


shall dwell safely: 


and this is his name whereby he shall be called, TH 


Lorp Our RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 


When we come to one of these familiar selections which we have read and studied over and over again, we 


are apt to feel that there can be no new lessons for 
us to learn. | have found, however, that there is 
always something new which we have never seen 
before, if we ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes 
that we may see the wondrous things in His Law. 
May we pray this prayer as we come to the study 
of the lesson. May the “Old, Old Story” be even 
more precious as we look into this second chapter 
of Matthew. 


For convenience let me divide our lesson as fol- 
lows: (1) The Wise Men and the Star, (2) Herod; 
His Cunning and Cruelty, (3) Joseph, Mary, and 


the Child, 


I. The Wise Men (‘Magi’), 
and the Star. 


Who were these wise men? They were evidently 
astronomers who made a study of the heavens. They 
were also men who were familiar with Jewish pro- 
phecy. Is it using our imagination too much to feel 
that these were descendants of those “wise men” of 
Babylon who were associated with, and came under 
the influence of Daniel, the great Messianic pro- 
phet? We can feel sure that Daniel left his impress 
upon the thinking of Babylon and the surrounding 
nations. As great a man as he certainly was, could 
not but leave a deep impression upon those who 
were around him, even though they might try to put 
him out of the way because of envy. Josephus tells 
us of the remarkable conversion of Helena, queen 
of Adiabene, and of her son Izates, about 40 or 50 
years after the birth of Jesus. (Conversion, of 
course, to Jewish customs and religion). (See Jose- 
phus, Antiquities XX 2:1-5; 4:3). To the Jewish 
readers of Matthew’s Gospel it would appear natu- 
ral for wise men to come from eastern countries 
enquiring about the fulfillment of Jewish prophecy. 
Would that the so-called “wise men” of our day 
would spend more time trying to find Jesus! The 
question upon their lips was, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? This marks them as Gen- 
tiles. 


“We have seen his star in the East.’” Many at- 
tempts have been made to take the miraculous out 
of this picture, but it cannot be done. If we read 
the account carefully we will see that this is no 
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ordinary star, or conjuction of stars, but a “startling 
phenomenon,” as Lenski calls it. (And 1 owe much 
of what I say here to his splendid interpretation of 
Matthew’s Gospel). It moved, it hung low, it dis- 
appeared and stood over the place where the young 
Child lay. Is it at all strange that a special star 
should appear when He, “the bright and morning 
Star,’ was born? God does not work miracles ex- 
cept when there is some good reason for His doing 
so, but we have in this case a good reason, Jesus, 
the Messiah, is called a “Star,” as we have quoted 
above from Revelation 22:16. In Numbers 24:17 
the prophecy is made, ‘‘a Star shall arise out of 
Jacob.”” When He comes the second time, He will 
come in clouds of glory: what is more fitting than 
that His birth should be accompanied by a special, 
supernatural star? ‘hese wise men needed guidance, 
and a “star’’ would be the normal guide for an 
astronomer. “Unless Matthew is telling a fictional 
child’s story, this star hung so low, with a light 
brilliant to the eye, that it did just what he reports: 
move just above the road, move from north to south, 
and finally stand above the very house where the 
Child was, so low that it designated that house and 
no other.” “God pointed out the house by means 
of the star.”” (Lenski). 


Notice that it is ‘‘a house.” Some of the pictures 
painted by artists make a wrong impression. Several 
weeks have passed since His birth, and Joseph had 
found a house for the mother and the Babe. This 
was to be expected, for he would certainly not leave 
them in a stable any longer than necessary. 


They worshipped the Child. These men were men 
of rank, used to the palace and the king of Babylon, 
but they have come now to the greatest palace in 
the world, even though it be an humble home, and 
are kneeling before the King of kings. 


The ancients thought of the gold as intended for 
the Child as a King: the frankincense as being God: 
and the myrrh as a Sufferer. Later commentators 
think of the gold of faith, the frankincense of pray- 
er, and the myrrh of patient suffering. “This alle- 
gorizing is typically modern by letting the gifts 
reflect, not what the Child is (King, God, Sacrifice) , 
but what we do (believe, pray, suffer). The ancients 
were nearer the truth.” (Lenski). 
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Il. Herod, and his Cunning 
Cruelty: 


When Herod the king heard of this visit of the 
wise men, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. Herod was troubled at the thought of a rival 
King” who might take the throne away from him. 
Jerusalem was troubled, or feared, the violent means 
which might be taken to put down any movement in 
relation to the Messiah. Notice the contrast here 
between these Gentile wise men who came to rever- 
ently worship the newborn King, and the fears that 
upset both king Herod and the city of Jerusalem. 


The wily old “fox’’ took two steps to find out 
about this disturbing matter. He first called a full 
meeting of the Sanhedrin and enquired of them 
where Christ should be born. They were ready with 
their answer and turned to the prophecy in Micah 
5:2. The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, for the prophet had plainly named this town 
as His birthplace. His next step was to secretly call 
the wise men and ascertain from them what time 
the star appeared. He very naturally assumed that 
it would appear at the time, or just before the time, 
for the birth of the Child. It was important for him 
to know the time and place, and the exact spot, if 
possible, in order that he might carry out his plan. 
He shrewdly concealed his purpose from the men, 
telling them to go and search for the Babe and come 
back and tell him that he might go and worship 
Him also. 


His plan might have succeeded if God had not 
interfered. The wise men were warned in a dream 
and went back another way without revealing the 
whereabouts of the Child. Then the king “showed 
his hand,” to use that expression. He sent out and 
slew all the children in and around Bethlehem who 
were two years old and under, thus fulfilling the 
prophecy in Jeremiah 31:15. In this connection read 
Revelation 12:4 where we see the Dragon waiting 
to devour the Child as soon as He should be born. 
(See the account of the horrible death of Herod as 
given by Josephus in Antiquities XVII: Ch. 6:5). 


III. Joseph, Mary, and 
the Child: 


When the wise men withdrew and went back to 
their own country, the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and told him to take the young Child 
and His mother and flee into Egypt. God honors 
Joseph as the legal father and natural protector of 
both the Babe and Mary. All through these inci- 
dents we get an insight into the noble character of 
the man who was chosen to be the guardian of both 
the Virgin Mary and the Holy Child. As Lenski so 
well says, we can easily imagine the consternation 
that must have been felt as Joseph awoke and then 
told Mary this startling news. They were people 
of faith and felt safe under the protection of Je- 
hovah. We can also imagine them repeating Psalm 
91 as they hurriedly made preparation for the jour- 
ney. 
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There is a striking similarity between the sojourn 
of Israel in Egypt and the sojourn of Jesus in that 
country. One is typical of the other. “Out of Egypt 
have I called my son,” is a prophecy which applies 
to Jesus. In many Old Testament prophecies there 
is a double application, first to some event which 
may occur soon after the prediction is made, and 
then a greater and more minute fulfillment later 
on in history. Dr. Rice called this “Cumulative Pro- 
phecy,”’ and compared it to mountain peaks which 
rise higher and higher, gathering strength and beau- 
ty as they rise one after the other. 


When Herod was dead (and Josephus gives 
long account of it, as | noted above) an angel ap- 
pears again to Joseph and tells him to return t 
‘‘Israel’s land.” He arose and came back, but wher 
he heard that Archelaus did reign, he settled in 
Nazareth, and the prophecy was tulfilled, He shal! 
be called a Nazarene. 
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YOUNG FEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 28 


Take Stock 


DEVOTION: 


Hymn: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 

Invocation 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Offertory 

Scripture: Philippians 3:1-14 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet The 
Sound!” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Most of us, in looking backward, however 
briefly, would find the record of our dealings with 
God a record of shame, while the record of God’s 
dealings with us is a record of glory. If we would 
properly evaluate the service we have sought to 
render, we would be happy to forget ‘those things 
which are behind,” and would earnestly look to the 
Lord for grace to improve upon the record in the 
future. Let’s pause for a few moments to “take 
stock and reorder.” 


First SPEAKER: 

If we would open our minds to the page marked 
“memory” this evening, recalling the year that is 
past, we would face with pain and real regret the 
failures that have been ours. Failure to grasp op- 
portunities for service; failure in service attempted 
because of lack of prayer, preparation and faith; 
failure to lend a helping hand, when our hand was 
the only one that could help; failure to speak a 
word of kindness, when that word would have 
brought balm to wounded hearts; failure to speak 
a word for Christ, when He was counting upon us 
to witness to His saving grace, and other failures, 
though seemingly small, still vitally important by 
reason of their very number. 


Then, too, upon that page, we would find a 
record of past sins to haunt our hearts and fill us 
with remorse. Some perhaps of flagrant nature; of 
open, wilful disobedience to God. Others, though 
apparent trifles to the minds of men, have marred 
our fellowship with Christ, and have sapped us of 
vitally needed spiritual strength. For all of the sins 
which may be remembered and the secret sins we 
do not see, let us ask His mercy and forgiveness. 
David cried unto the Lord: “Remember not the 
sins of my youth!’’ Let us take time at this point 
in our worship to bow our heads and hearts before 
the Lord, and ask Him to search our hearts and try 
our thoughts that we may confess every sin before 
Him, claiming His promise that if we confess He 
will forgive and cleanse. (Period of silent prayer 
to be closed by the First Speaker). 
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And Reorder 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It certainly humbles our hearts when we ask* God 
to show us our sins and failures; when we really 
“take stock’”’ and see how far short we have come of 
what we ought to be and do in relation to Christ. 
We are forced to say with Paul: “Not as though I 
had already attained.”” However, we can also say, 
‘| press toward the mark,” as we look ahead, our 
eyes fixed upon Him who is the author and per- 
fecter of our faith. Perhaps our second speaker can 
present a word that will challenge our hearts and 
minds to more faithful and obedient service. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

When we look back and “take stock” our hearts 
begin to sink as we realize how “false and full of 
sin’”’ we are, but as the Apostle Paul has said, 
‘.. Forgetting those things which are behind...” 
we “press toward the mark.” Past sins and failures 
do not prevent future service and blessing. Abra- 
ham, the father of them that believe, whose faith is 
cited again and again in both old and new testa- 
ments as an example to believers, failed God when 
he went down into Egypt (God had promised to 
meet his needs where he was!), and when he gave 
a false impression through a half-truth concerning 
his wife, but he is called the “friend of God.” 
Moses disobeyed the Lord and smote the rock 
when he was told to speak to it. True, he was not 
allowed to enter Canaan then, but later he stood 
within the land on the mount of transfiguration 
with Christ, and the song th sing in heaven is the 
song of Moses and the La avid certainly sinned 
against the Lord, but God heard the cry of a broken 
and contrite heart and restored the Shepherd King 
to fellowship and favor. The disciples forsook the 
Lord and left Him to die alone; Peter denied Him; 
James and John sought the positions of preeminence, 
and countless other failures and sins are recorded 
against the servants of God. We mention these 
things, not to encourage us to follow them in their 
sins and failures, but to challenge us to rise above 
the past as we follow their example of faith! As we 
“take stock’ we must “reorder,” forgetting the past, 
and looking to Christ for strength for the future. 
David says: “What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in the Lord.” As we look ahead, we have not need 
to fear, but only to trust in the Lord. He has 
promised strength as our day, light for the way, and 
grace sufficient for every need. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

God has certainly made it plain that He is not 
dependent upon the ability, character, or faithful- 
ness of His servants, but rather that His servants 
are dependent upon the power and faithfulness of 
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God whose character assures the fulfillment of every 
promise. It is only as we have God in view that 
our hearts can know real hope. Let’s listen to what 
our third speaker has to say concerning the matter 
of ‘‘reordering.” 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

To balance the tremendous need that obviously 
exists in this old world, there is the limitless power 
of God, of whom the psalmist says He “only doeth 
wondrous things.’’ When we consider the confusion 
that seems to reign in the economic, political, and 
moral realms of the world, and the spiritual bank- 
ruptcy that is self-evident, we face the future with 
forebodings. That is, until God is central in our 
thinking. The heathen may rage, and the people im- 
agine a vain thing, and the kings and rulers of earth 
may take counsel together against the Lord and 
against His Anointed, but God still sits on the 
throne! “We see not yet all things put under his 
feet,” but all things are under His feet. Christ came 
to destroy the works of the Devil, and to establish 
in the hearts of men a kingdom of righteousness 
and truth. One day that kingdom will be manifest, 
and “every knee will bow and every tongue con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.”’ With this in mind, the “little flock’”’ to 
whom the Kingdom has been promised, may con- 
tinue to stand against evil and “contend for the 
faith once for all delivered unto the saints.’’ The 
Church, built upon the solid rock, Christ Jesus, 
will forever stand. The odds are never too great, 
for God is greater. For the children of Israel, as 
God led them “in the right way,” there developed 
a seemingly impossible situation. The armies of 
Egypt were behind them, the Red Sea was before 
them, and impassible barriers of mountains and 
deserts were on either side. But with them was the 
Lord of Hosts, and the Red Sea opened to make a 
way! As we take stock of our sins and failures, of 
our weaknesses and fears, and as we consider the 
challenge before us, let us “reorder,” or “stock up” 
on faith! Let’s be persuaded with Abraham that 
what God has promised He is fully able to per- 
form. Let’s face the new year with confidence in 
our hearts that God, whose grace is sufficient and 
whose strength is perfected in weakness, will guide 
and enable through each step of the way. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


It is wonderful to know that however small or 
great our assignment for service, with the assign- 
ment God gives strength to achieve. Surely all of 
us need to be reminded that “we have this treasure 
in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power 
might be of God and not of us.”’ Jesus said: “My 
Father which is in me, he doeth the works,” and 
so of all who believe in Christ, who are the chil- 
dren of God by faith, it may be said, God works in 
them “both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
As we close the old year and look forward to the 
new, let us sing together: “My Faith Looks Up To 
Thee.” 
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Wonderful!! 


A Christmas Meditation On Isaiah 9:1-7 In A.R.V. 
By M. A. Hopkins 


The thoughts of this paragraph naturally group 
themselves around the word WoNDERFUL in verse 
6. Everything in this great messianic prophecy is 
wonderful, which means superhuman, supernatural. 


1. WonperFUL LiGut, verses 1, 2. 

a. The need of light: 
darkness of sin, ignorance, superstition, hope- 
lessness, death, both physical and spiritual— 
dead in sins and the second death. 

b. The dawn of light: 
Christ the light of the world, John 1:5; 8:12; 
12:35, 36; II Cor. +:6. The darker the night 
the brighter the dawn. 


— 


2. WonbeERFUL Joy, verse 3. 

a. The joy of harvest, Psa. 126:5, 6. 

b. The joy of victory — divide the spoil. Isa. 
53:12; Matt. 12:29. 


3. WoNDERFUL DELIVERANCE, verses 4, 5. 

a. Deliverance from the burden and bondage of 
sin and Satan, Isa. 61:1; Lk. 4:18, 19. 

b. Deliverance from the horrors of war—every 
boot of the booted warrior in margin. Cf. Psa. 
46:8, 9. 


+. WonperFuL ReEAson for all this — For, 
verse 6a, 

Verse 6 is the centre of the whole passage—the 

wonder of wonders. 

a. The wonderful birth—‘unto us a child is 
born’”—the virgin birth, Isa. 7:14. Larger 
Catechism Q. 37 and Shorter Catechism Q. 
12. 


There are three possible ways in which the in- 
carnation could have taken place: (1) By direct 
creation, without human father or mother, like 
Adam was created a full-grown man. This would 
have been a sort of deus ex machina on to the stage 
of human history. (2) By ordinary generation from 
a human father and mother. (3) By a virgin birth, 
in which God the Holy Spirit took the place of the 
human father, Lk. 1:35. As the Spirit of God 
brooded over primeval chaos and changed it into 
orderly life and light, so the Holy Spirit brooded 
over the virgin’s womb and caused her to give birth 
to Him who is the Life and Light of men. John 


1:4. 


He who was to be the Saviour of mankind had 
to have certain qualifications: (a) vitally connected 
with the race which He came to save. (b) at the 
same time absolutely sinless and undefiled. Direct 
creation could guarantee (b) but not (a). Ordinary 
generation could guarantee (a) but not (b). Only 
the virgin birth could guarantee both (a) and (b). 
This is the method that God prophesied He would 
use, and the method He actually did use, when He 
brought His only begotten Son into the world. 
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b. The wonderful gift — “unto us a Son is 
given.” Note the accuracy of the language 
used—a son was not born but Given. He was 
the Eternal Son of God in the bosom of the 
Father, uncreated and co-equal with the 
Father. He came out of the bosom of Eternal 
Light to live in the darkness and squalor of 
earth, in order that the sons of night might 
become the sons of light. 


5. WonperRFUL NAME, verse 6b. 
The fourfold NAME: 
a. Wonderful Counsellor. 
b. Mighty God. 
c. Everlasting Father. 
d. Prince of Peace. 


6. WoNDERFUL GOVERNMENT, verse 7. 

See also verse 6 “the government shall also be 

upon his shoulder.” 

a. The throne of this government—the throne 
of David, Lk. 1:32, 33. 

b. The basis of this government—justice and 
righteousness. 

c. The peacefulness of this government—only) 
righteousness can result in peace. 

d. The duration of this government: everlast- 
ing—no end—forever. There is no seed of 
corruption or decay in it, and so it endures 
and increases to endless ages. No such govern- 
ment has ever existed on this earth, or ever 
will, till the Lord Jesus Himself returns to 
establish it, Ezekiel 21:27. 


7. WoNnvDeERFUL GUARANTEE, verse 7 last clause, 

Zeal means the overflow of divine love which 
cannot rest satisfied until it has accomplished its 
benevolent purpose. It is God’s faithfulness to His 
covenant. He cannot deny Himself. His plans can- 
not ultimately fail in spite of seeming temporary 
set-backs. 


BEHOLD THy Kinc Cometu!! 


“Calvin Said ...” 


(On Praying Together) 





“We shall not have access to God by prayer, un- 
less we be joined together; for he that separates 
himself from his neighbors, shuts his own mouth, so 
that he cannot pray to God as our Lord Jesus 
Christ has commanded. In short, we must agree 
together and be bound in a bond of peace, before we 
can come nigh and present ourselves to God. These 
discords and debates of which we have spoken, ex- 
isted between the Jews and Gentiles of those days. 
St. Paul shows that they cannot call upon God, 
without being refused and cast back, until they be 
at peace one with another. This is why he requests 
them to ‘lift up holy hands, without wrath and 
doubting.’ ”’* 


After four hundred years, it is still possible to 
find scholars who try to prove that Calvin emanci- 
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pated the individual from the Church; that he, with 
the doctrine of the priesthood of believers (follow- 
ing Luther), made organized religious unessential. 
The popular notion that it is as easy to worship 
God at home before the fire as in Church, is due, 
in part, to this misconception. Certainly it would 
be hard to find a much stronger doctrine of the 
Church among the Reformers, than appears in Cal- 
vin. For him, every aspect of the Christian life de- 
pended upon the Community, the Body, the Church 
of Christ for its existence and could best be lived 
or performed as a Community, as a Body or as a 
Church. Thus prayer was first of all the function of 
the Church, and when individuals prayed it was 
because they were first a part of the Church—which 
was also the only reason why they could expect to 
be heard, as Christians. 

*From a Sermon on | Timothy 2:8. 


Uniahieliad Sate! 
By M. A. Hopkins 


When a druggist sells medicine that contains 
poison he is required by law to mark it poison in 
red letters, with a skull and cross bones on the 
label, and a serrated or saw-toothed stopper in it to 
warn in the dark that the contents are deadly. But 
theologians are not as honest as druggists. Without 
batting an eye they pass out faith-destroying books 
under false labels. Such a book is “A Guide to the 
Understanding of the Bible,” published in 1938 un- 
der the name of H. E. Fosdick. It should read “A 
Guide to the Misunderstanding of the Bible” with 
the subtitle: “Guaranteed to completely undermine 
faith in the Bible as the Word of God.” I borrow- 
ed Fosdick’s book from a nearby theological library 
and know whereof | speak. The reason I mention it 
is that | have just learned that it has been trans- 
lated into Chinese by a certain theological seminary 
that used to operate in China, and that has large 
funds at its disposal which are being used to finance 
translation projects. There are some good books in 
their list of translations, which make this bottle of 
unlabeled poison, with no saw-toothed stopper nor 
skull and cross bones, all the more dangerous. 








REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never 
have heard of it. 


EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 





Summary Of The Christian Faith 
According To The Shorter Catechism 


By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 

lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 

copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 

copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Church News 





Notes From Our 
Missionaries 


Miss Margaret Hopper, Miss Willie Burnice 
Greene and Miss Louise Miller sailed on December 
3 for Korea. They have been in this country on 
furlough and have just been cleared for return to 
Korea to continue their work there. 





Dr. and Mrs. Ovid Bush arrived for their fur- 
lough year on November 18. Dr. Bush has been 
serving at our hospital in Chunju, Korea, and Mrs. 
Bush has been in Japan. Dr. Bush is now taking 
work at the University Hospital, Augusta, Georgia. 





The Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Crane, of our Congo 
Mission, announce the birth of a daughter, Char- 
lotte Virginia, on November 5. The baby’s grand- 
parents on both sides are Congo missionaries. They 
are the Rev. and Mrs. Roy Cleveland and Dr. C. L. 
Crane. 





Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sthreshley announce the 
birth of a daughter, Emily Temple, on November 
12. Mrs. Sthreshley was Miss Florence Moore, of 
our Congo Mission. 





Mrs. William Junkin, for many years a mission- 
ary of our Church to Korea, died in Richmond, Va., 
on November 2. Mrs. Junkin resigned from active 
missionary service in 1908. 





History Of Grace Covenant 
Presbyterian Church 
Of Birmingham, Ala. 


The Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Birmingham has been growing steadily under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and the leadership of 
her pastor, Rev. Frank R. Morse. This is a new 
church, one of the three in what has been called “the 
Birmingham experiment.” The Church Extension 
Committee of Birmingham Presbytery is helping 
the three churches in thickly settled new housing 
areas to have full time pastors, in the hope that all 
of them will be self-supporting in at least four years 
time. The Grace Covenanters met for two and a 
half years in a house, which is now the manse. Then 
a beautiful little brick church was built, and the 
first service in it was also the first conducted in 
Midfield by the church’s first pastor. This was on 
March 9th, 1952. Since then, wonderful things 
have happened. The membership has grown from 
55 to 95. The offerings, sparked by the Tithing 
Adventure, have grown amazingly. The Midfield 
Garden Club gave beautiful shrubbery to the 
church. The ground around the church has been 
leveled and driveways, sidewalks, and a parking 
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area paved. The church, by faith, has purchased a 
new mimeograph machine and typewriter, which are 
being used weekly to put into every home in the 
surrounding area a publicity “dodger” about the 
church. An audio system has been installed in the 
steeple, so that the inspiring Gospel hymns can 
be heard daily, calling men and women to Christ. 
Inside the church, the walls have been plastered 
lovely carpeting laid. A friend of the church, in 
memory of her husband who labored faithfully te 
bring this church into being, has given pulpit furni- 
ture—the pulpit, two chairs, a communion table, 
and flower stands—all in ivory and mahogany. The 
Sunday School has grown already to the capacity of 
the building, and there will soon be need to add 
the second wing for educational purposes. Grace 
Covenant has also been used to meet a desperate 
need for the community in educating its children. 
The nearby Grammar School is overcrowded, and 
the church is being used five days a week for Mid- 
field first-graders. Grace Covenant is one of the 
many places where your Home Mission dollar is 
paying good dividends. Will you continue to give 
and pray with us? 





Montreat Color Slides 
Now Available 


Sets of beautiful color slides of Montreat are now 
available for showing to church groups, at no cost 
except return postage. 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, president of Montreat, 
announced this new program service for Presby- 
terian groups the last part of November. 


From approximately 50 slides in each set, the 
audience gets a vivid picture of scenes and activities 
at Montreat during every season of the year. Each 
set has a script which may be read as a supplement 
to the slides, which are standard 35 mm. 


Any Presbyterian may “borrow”’ one of the sets 
by writing to Dr. McGregor’s office. 





FOR ONLY $5! 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NoTEs 
By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
(Regular Price $2.75) 


best known .. . best loved . . . most used 
Commentary on the Sunday School Lesson 
and your choice of two of 


the following books by 


DR. WM. C. ROBINSON 
Title 


Reg. Price 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory .......... .... $3.00 
RN TN Siti chia da. siuetecssuinasinusiiobiendces ... $3.00 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ...................... $2.50 
Christ - The Bread Of Life _................. $2.50 


Now availabie at these remarkably low prices by special 
arrangement with the publisher of Dr. Robinson’s books. 


Order Today From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. — Postpaid 
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Women’s Work 





Christ Is AllWe Need 


The blood besprinkled mercy sea, 
Or sacrifices slain, 

Had not the power within themselves, 
To cleanse sin’s guilty stain. 


They were but symbols of that tide 
Of mercy flowing—free— 

From riven side of Christ, the Lord, 
Upon dark Calvary. 


No need of mercy seat and veil, 
Nor priest to stand between, 
For Christ Himself, the sacrifice 

And High Priest both, is seen. 


His blood can purge like cleansing flame, 
And reach earth’s outmost bounds; 

Man’s darkest deed and deepest shame, 
Are lost in Calvary’s wounds. 


If with true penitential tears, 
The sinner begs “forgive,” 
The Saviour quickly hears the cry— 


As quickly bids him live. 
—Zillah Lee Bostick Agerton. 





“I Lay It On Your Heart” 


Through the years, the Korean people have been 
a Bible-loving people. They have had the complete 
Bible in their own language since 1911. So great 
was the call for Bibles at the end of World War II, 
that when shipments of Korean Scriptures from the 
American Bible Society reached the country, it was 
necessary to ration the books so that a fair distribu- 
tion might be made. “It was just the sweet rain 
after many years of continued drought,” said the 
secretary of the Korean Bible Society. 


Today when war has laid waste the land, Scrip- 
tures are being eagerly welcomed. Chaplain Harold 
Voelkel has written: “It is difficult to tell all that 
it meant to the Christians to have Korean Scriptures 
arrive. 


“A service was held nine days after the capture 
by the Americans. Word got around the town that 
some of the missionaries had returned and a rally 
was announced for Sunday afternoon. It surprised 
us to find the large church, seating 1,500, crowded, 
and there were many unable to get in. 


“The people were singing ‘A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God’ with a ringing enthusiasm and as the 
boxes of New Testaments were brought in and the 
people learned what was in them they burst out into 
spontaneous applause. It was a moving experience 
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and stirred a deep emotion in my own soul. How 
grateful I was for the privilege of having brought 
the Testaments by trailer from Seoul. The only 
regret is that we could not have brought fifty times 
the number of Scriptures we did. 


“Korea is prostrate, for the cities are not only 
wrecks, levelled in the fighting, but the church 
leaders have been carried off. The estimate is that 
80 percent of the pastors of this great Christian 
center have been liquidated. | lay it on your heart 
to challenge America to pray and labor for this 
Church that has gone through the fires of Red 
brutality and oppression. 

—Release from American 
Bible Society. 


Wings For The Soul 
Blessed 





He prayed for strength that he might achieve ; 

He was made weak that he might obey. 

He prayed for health that he might do greater 
things; 

He was given infirmity that he might do better 
things, 

He prayed for riches that he might be happy; 

He was given poverty that he might be wise. 

He prayed for power that he might have the praise 
of men; 

He was given infirmity that he might feel the need 
of God. 

He prayed for all things that he might enjoy life; 

He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 

He had received nothing that he asked for—all that 
he hoped for; 

His prayer was answered—he was most blessed. 


—Author Unknown. 





Scriptures For Korea 

The American Bible Society has published a 
special edition of 50,000 copies of Korean Scriptures 
for distribution to the Korean Army, Navy and Air 
Force. The books were printed at the request of the 
Korean Bible Society, whose headquarters is in 
Seoul, and will probably be distributed by the 
Chaplains Corps under the supervision of the Korean 
Bible Society. 


The books, bound in black fabrikoid, contain the 
four Gospels and the Book of Acts. One hundred 
thousand copies of the Sermon on the Mount in 
Korean and English are also available and will be 
sent to Korea, with the Scriptures, as soon as ship- 
ping arrangements can be made. 


The Rev. Young Bin Im is secretary of the 
Korean Bible Society. No direct word has come from 
Mr. Im but it was agreed that if there was an in- 
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vasion of southern Korea, he was to stay at his 
headquarters in Seoul. 


The people of Korea have been avid Bible readers. 
They have had the complete Bible since 1911. Dur- 
ing 1945, due to lack of printing tacilities and paper 
in Korea, publication of the Korean Scriptures was 
inaugurated in this country. 


Since then 250,000 Korean Testaments and 125, 
000 each of paper-bound Gospels of Luke and John 
have been shipped to Korea by the Bible Society. 
Binding materials and paper were also sent to Korea 
by the American Bible Society so that Scripture 
publication was taking place there. 


Special paper required for Braille Scriptures was 
also furnished by the Bible Society and an edition 
cf the complete New Testament in Braille com- 
pleted. A Braille New Testament in Korea requires 
ten large volumes. A set of these books is in the 
library of the Bible Society in New York. 


Scriptures Are Being 
Circulated In China 


An estimated circulation of the Scriptures in 
China, covering the last six-month’s period to be 
reported, totalled 578,406 copies, according to a 
statement issued by Dr, Eric M. North of the 
American Bible Society. The report, which came 
from Dr. Ralph Mortensen, the Society’s secretary 
in Shanghai, also stated that sales were said to be 
improving in all regions except Central and North- 
east China. 


There has been some shortage of stock due to 
the difficulty of securing paper during the blockade, 
but now locally manufactured paper is available and 
a full printing program is being taken in hand. 


The China Bible House has recently secured as 
an addition to the staff a Promotional Secretary 
who will engage in developing distribution and 
support. 


Preparations are being made to issue a Latinxua 
transliteration of the Gospel of Mark. The Latin- 
xua is a recently developed method of printing 
Chinese in Roman characters which is being fostered 
by the Government. 





THE ROAD TO BITHYNIA — By Frank G. 
Slaughter. Published by Doubleday &¢ Co., Garden 
City, N. Y., price $3.00. 


THe Roap To Birnuynta belongs in the field 
of fictional biography. It may be classed as a realis- 
tic story or an authentic, credible, romantic his- 
tory of the Biblical Age. It is a religious novel by 
a scientist who loses his skepticism by finding peace 
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in Christ and His teachings. The novel emphasizes 
the fact that the only really happy people in life 
are those who are followers of Jesus of Nazareth. 
This brilliant and dramatic story of Luke, the Bib- 
lical physician and chronicler of the life of Christ, 
forms a novel of raging emotions interwoven with 
deep religious feeling. Throughout this volume the 
author shows us the growth and spread of the Chris- 
tian Church through the eyes of the educated Greek 
physician in a style that is gripping. 


KEYS TO CHRISTIAN LIITING, by Luella 
Knott. Wilde. $2.50. Here are discussions on faith, 
Scripture, prayer, obedience, consecration, and suf 
fering. This volume deals with difficulties common 
to all who face real life. It points out our modern 
day problems and how to solve them. Questions 
are met and answered. 





THE RETURN TO MORALITY, by Senator 
Charles WH’. Tobey, Doubleday. Senator Tobey in- 
dicts the moral looseness of American public life, 
especially in the field of politics and its connection 
with crime. He points out, “The things that are 
wrong with the country today are the sum total of 
the things that are wrong with us as individuals.” 
What should we do, then, about the current situ 
ation? His answer is, “What we need—what we 
must have—is a revival of the application of the 
life, of the teachings of the Master of men. Until 
that virtue lives in America again, I tremble for 
America’s future.’”’ Senator Tobey quotes from 
Whittier with concurrence, “But solution there is 
none, save in the rule of Christ alone.”’ While this 
book is weakened by what appears to be a presenta- 
tion of the universal Fatherhood of God, yet it is 
a book that we need in our day, and the overall 
thrust expressed by the author should have a salu- 
tary effect upon the American way of life. 








$5.00 WILL BUY 


CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
By Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
(Reg. Price $2.50) 
and any two of the following 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Title Reg. Price 
CHRIST - THE HOPE OF GLORY $3.00 
CHRIST - THE BREAD OF LIFE $2.50 
OUR LORD $3.00 
WHO SAY YE THAT I AM? $2.50 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 








Take Your Choice For Only $5.00 
The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination 
By Loraine Boettner 
(Regular Price $4.50) 

And Any TWO Of The Following Books 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Christ - The Bread Of Life ($2.50) 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory ($3.00) 
Our Lord ($3.00) 
Who Say Ye That I Am? ($2.50) 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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FOR A 


HEART-WARMING 


CCHRISTMAS 


GIVE 


THE 
SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 


$2.50 A Year 


Gift Card 
Sent 


See 
Convenient 
Order Form 
Inserted 


In This 


Issue 








Write For Our 
Catalog Of Books 


SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N.C. 
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IN MAKING YOUR 
NEXT INVESTMENTS 


Consider These Advantages Of 
Our Annuity-Gifts: 


1. Security Of Principal And Income. 


Not a penny lost or a payment delayed in over fifty years of 
operation. 


bho 


. Good Return. 
A guaranteed income for life, ranging from 214 to 7%, depend- 


ing on age of annuitant. 
3. Substantial Income Tax Savings. 

Both on the principal amount of your gift and on the income. 
4. A Gift To Foreign Missions. 


The principal amount will be used ultimately for Foreign Mission 


Work. 


Write today for full particulars regarding these and other advan- 
tages of our Annuity-Gift Plan. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
Boarp or Wor.p Missions 
Preseyrerian CHURCH In THe Uniteo States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Foreign Misstons a Share” 
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This is a reproduction of the front of a 
sixteen-page pamphlet just coming off the 


Not Union—But Unity press. It is a searching and devastating 
} : | presentation of why we must refuse to 
Not Absorption—But Preservation have our Chusth tateted 


and absorbed. 


The 
Why 


MUST The <5 ee: For The 
Preservation And 


1 Continuation Of The 
p I} ) \ ) | | Southern Presbyterian 
I Church 


The Distinct Work and Testimony H. B. Dendy ... Secretary 
of the WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Price $4.00 Per Hundred 
—— — | ay Postpaid 
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